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How a blind gibbon would survive in the wild!
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Abstract

Gibbons, good candidates for rehabilitation, must be strong and healthy without injuries, a blind or
partially sighted that might impair their locomotive abilities. The Gibbon Rehabilitation Project,
Thailand, has released one of white-hand gibbon (Hylobates lar) families, consisting of parents,
infant and “Sabai”, their 3-year old young. “Sabai”, a captive-born female, has lost her right sight at
birth because of unilateral congenital glaucoma. She was tested her motilities in the crown of the
natural forest before release to the wild. She proved that her disability of no vision in one eye was
not an obstacle to swing up and down around the treetops. Moreover, after being set free for a few
months in Khao Phra Thaew forest, “Sabai” could normally live in the jungle with her family group

like other wild gibbons. “Sabai” becomes our pride of her success in the natural evergreen forest.
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Foraging with her mother on 3 November 2005 Photo by Owart Maprang
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